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Top Ten ArTs-In-ed progrAms for ocTober
Favorite programs among Suffolk school districts 

Some Artists have more than one popular program

DISTRICT STARS
Here is some of the recent feedback we’ve received for Arts-in-Education and Exploratory Enrichment programs. Your online evaluations are an 
invaluable resource for Eastern Suffolk school districts. Thanks so much to the following ‘district stars’ for sharing their views.

FIELD TRIPS
are part of Arts in Education and Exploratory Enrichment! You can find your 
favorite outings in our catalog and do a contract request for all of these 
activities for your students through our office!

Title Artist/Art Organization Website Target Audience

The Opening Page –  
    A Writer’s Workshop Ballyhoo Bookworks Inc.   www.brianheinz.com 1-12

Flowstyle BMX Assembly Stephen Cerra www.stephencerra.com K-8

Theater as a Motivation for Life:  
    A Human Diversity Paul D. Failla   www.pdfailla.com 5-12, Prof. Dev.

Discovery Program Heckscher Museum of Art www.heckscher.org 1-12

The Unforgettable   
   Kindergarten Show Hip Pickles   www.hippickles.com PreK-1

Make a Good Choice   Louis Del Bianco www.findlou.com K-6

The Student Circus Stars Program The Magic of Amore   www.magicofamore.com PreK-12

Poeartistry – Bullying Prevention   
    Through Self Definition 
    – The Art of Defining You 

Gregory Singer   www.poeartistry.com 3-12, Prof. Dev.

Cultivate Kindness with  
    Rich Specht of ReesSpecht Life Richard Emmett Specht Jr.   www.reesspechtlife.com 4-12, Prof. Dev.

Storytelling, Fall Exhibits,  
   and Education Woodside Nursery   www.woodsidenurseryandgarden.com PreK-5

Laugh-A-Lot Poetry — Darren Sardelli
Darren made writing poetry sound fun, enjoyable, and not very challenging. The program encouraged the students to write. We are trying to build 
writing stamina and creativity and this program helped. In addition, Darren focused on settings and experiences that the children could relate to 
and incorporate in their own writing. I would recommend this to other districts because the author was engaging and inspired my children to write.  
– Dawn Lattuca, Grade 4 teacher, West Middle Island School, Longwood 
Brentwood students also worked with Mr. Sardelli.
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Phenomenal Physics by Mr. Fish – Encore Performing Arts
Students were presented with a physics lesson in the form of an entertaining, informative, and dynamic assembly program. Mr. Fish brought key 
components and language of current lessons to life with his fun, educational and interactive experiments. He held the attention of every student 
for the duration of the program. His program was enjoyed by both students and staff. Thank you! – Michelle Centamore, Pulaski Road School, 
Northport-East Northport

The children were mesmerized by Mr. Fish and his Phenomenal Physics. They talked about it for days. They couldn’t wait to go home on Friday night 
and order pizza so they could make their very own boomerang! I made one myself and brought it into class to try out on Monday. It works! We 
would definitely be interested in having Mr. Fish come back to Clayton Huey in the future. Great job! The children had pure joy written on their faces! 
It was nice to see them just be kindergarteners and enjoy the experience. – Belinda Walsh, kindergarten teacher, Clayton Huey ES, Center Moriches

This program was also seen in Brentwood, Islip, Sachem, and West Babylon.

Jazz Workshop Sessions – James Alfred Conrad Cammack Jr.
This program enables students to connect with professional musicians who are well educated and have experienced a career in music. It fits with the 
way we gear our program. – Joe Sitler, music teacher, Brentwood HS, Brentwood

The Circus Arts Sampler – National Circus Project
This is one of our favorite programs! The work done in PE classes during the Circus Arts unit is brought together with the learning experience 
provided by the National Circus Project. The qualities of determination, hard work, and team work are also stressed. – CJoseph M. Agosta, principal, 
Great Neck Rd ES, Copiague

Middle Country students also experienced this program.

Virtuoso Pianist and Masterclass – South Country Concerts
Since this program was presented to the students of performing groups, such as an orchestra, band and choir, it is hard to underestimate the 
importance of the exposure to the finest level of instrumental performance. The musical and technical skills of the performer enriched students’ 
awareness and understanding of the art of solo performance. The practicing of students’ instrumental/vocal skills was reinforced. The master class 
and piano performance were highly professional and well done. We would like to have more performances of this level in Sachem schools. – Dr. Irina 
Pustovoit, orchestra director, Sachem HS N, Sachem

Be a District Star…
Your school can be featured in District Stars. Just submit an online evaluation for recent arts-in-education and exploratory enrichment programs. In 
addition, we encourage schools to send us a summary paragraph, describing the program’s impact on student learning and curriculum connection, 
and/or a digital photo to Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

Long IsLand aIE nEws

Workshop Addresses How Artists Get Hired
In September, roughly 40 artists and performers who offer AIE and EE 
programs attended an Artist-to-Artist Exchange. The workshop, hosted 
by ESBOCES Arts in Education, was intended to enable the artists and 
presenters to network with each other as well as to update them on the 
status of Arts in Ed and Exploratory Enrichment for the 2015-16 school 
year. Kim Lowenborg-Coyne, Director of Music and Fine Arts, North 
Babylon, was on hand to offer her perspective on arts in education. She 
thanked the artists for “being experts who enrich our children’s lives with 
genuine artifacts, skills and patience. Your contribution to their education 
is priceless.”

One of the questions on many of the participating artists’ minds was: 
How do artists get hired? Dr. Lowenborg-Coyne offered the following list 
of the qualities her colleagues and she look for in artists. According to Dr. 
Lowenborg-Coyne, “my colleagues look for:
 •  STEAM activities

 •  Real life issues for all children (bullying, grief counseling, career 
advice, peer pressure)

 •  Literacy-based projects (Theatreworks programs, for example)
 •  Cultural presentations (ie, programs offered by Journeys into Native 

American History, New York Historical Society)
 •  PARP Projects that embrace nonfiction as well as fiction
 •  Reasonably-priced shows with discounts for multiple bookings
 •  Engaging activities  
 •  Artists who are on time, organized, flexible and good communicators. 

Artists who are dressed appropriately and have proper ID. Artists 
who do not ask for projectors, copies, assistants or food.”

Dr. Lowenborg-Coyne said she likes to see:
 •  “A vocabulary list for teachers to use with students that includes 

academic vocabulary as well as content-specific vocabulary 
(composer’s vocabulary, for example)

 •  Connections to current events and the incorporating of recent 
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Long IsLand aIE nEws (continued)

nY statE aIE nEws

research. For example, a program on fisherman should include the 
Peconic River algae bloom. Storyteller Karen DeMauro incorporates 
the presidential debates. A fencing program should discuss the 
Olympics and the sport’s historical relevance.

 •  Artists who point out they are teaching cross-curricular skills (ie, 
portraiture teaches math, geometry, forensics and history as well as 
art; storytellers can use graphic organizers).

 •  Artists who meet the needs of all my students and their families in a 
personal, genuine and memorable way because nobody is better at 
what an artist does than the artist. For example, artists who can take 
my ELLs, my kids with special needs, those that need enrichment as 
well as support, and welcome them all”

Arts in Education Advisory Council Meeting
Many thanks to Atlantis Marine World and educator Collette Ferraro 
for hosting the September 25th Advisory Council meeting. More than 
40 participants learned about this year’s updates to Arts in Ed and 
Exploratory Enrichment, especially regarding getting Contract Requests to 
our office 4 weeks prior to the program, along with the new auditor’s rule 
that Invoices must be mailed or emailed; faxes will no longer be accepted. 

The meeting then got back to arts and exploratory activities with SaraGail 
Benjamin (www.saragailbenjamin.com) conducting a drum circle, with all 
participants actively involved. We then learned about programs offered by 
East End Arts Council from Executive Director Pat Snyder and Education 
Director, Diana Giardi. We turned to Exploratory programs to find out about 

the vast array of science 
programs at Brookhaven 
National Lab (www.bnl.gov/
education) from Education 
official, Bernadette Uzzi 
(and now these programs, 
listed under Brookhaven 
Science Associates, are 
prepays, so make sure to 
send in your signed invoice 
along with the Contract 
Request). Collette Ferraro 
(www.longislandaquarium 
.com) Described Atlantis 
Marine World’s educational 
programs. The program 
closed with Zumba dancing 
with Bobbi Ann DiPierro 
(www.zumbawithbobbiann 
.com). A surprise was in store 
for all when Ms. Ferraro brought in Pamela, a 6 year old penguin who 
we all took turns petting. A few stalwarts remained for the fascinating 
behind-the-scenes tour of Atlantis.

Contact the Arts in Ed office if you need any of the materials that were 
shared that day.

Museum Education Act Introduced in Albany
The Museum Education Act (MEA) has taken another step towards 
implementation. The bill, which proposes a partnership between schools 
and eligible institutions (ie, museums, historical societies, zoos and botanical 
gardens) for the purpose of aligning the institutions’ resources and expertise 
with statewide efforts to improve student performance and access to 
knowledge, has been introduced in both the State Senate and the Assembly. 
Senator Betty Little, Chair of the Senate Committee on Cultural Affairs, 
Tourism, Parks and Recreation introduced the bill, which has been assigned 
the number S5001. Assembly member Matthew Titone has introduced the bill 
in the Assembly, which has been assigned the number A8199.

ESBOCES Arts and Education supports the Museum Education Act and 
is asking the Long Island arts and education community to support and 
advocate for the passing of this important legislation. Please contact your 
Assembly member and Senator and ask them to co-sponsor Senate Bill 
5001/Assembly Bill 8199. Explain to them why the MEA matters to your 
organization and Long Island. To learn more about the legislation, visit 
http://manyonline.org/advocacy/museum-education-act

Commission Reviews Graduation Pathways in the Arts
By Marc Greene 

In the spring of 2015, the New York State Board of Regents formed the 
Blue Ribbon Commission on the Arts, consisting of 52 representatives from 

the arts, higher education and P-12 education. An executive committee 
of 17 members is currently leading the work, supported by a panel of 
national arts experts.

The Commission, chaired by Regent Roger Tilles and Carolyn Adams of the 
NYS Summer School of the Arts, has been charged with examining how 
other states are providing pathways to graduation in the arts, determining 
the role of assessment in an arts pathway, and evaluating assessments 
used to measure student achievement in the arts. The pathway is an 
opportunity for students to elect to replace one of the Regents Exams in 
social studies required for high school graduation with a rigorous course 
of study in the arts that includes a summative assessment.

The executive committee has met twice to date, with two more meetings 
scheduled prior to bringing the entire Commission together to craft a 
recommendation to the Board of Regents. As per the charge, the group 
has been looking at graduation pathways in the arts from other states 
and rigorous arts programs currently in use, such as Advanced Placement 
and International Baccalaureate. They have also been discussing the state 
of arts education across the state and the imperative to support access to 
standards-based, sequential arts learning for all students that can lead to 
a graduation pathway.

Marc Greene is President of the New York State Council of Education 
Associations (NYSCEA)

Michelle Quigg Remsenberg-Speonk with Collette 
Ferraro and Pamela



natIonaL aIE nEws

It’s National Arts and Humanities Month!  
Here’s How to Celebrate
National Arts and Humanities Month (NAHM), which kicked off October 
1st, is the largest annual celebration for the arts and humanities in the 
nation. Americans for the Arts is encouraging people to celebrate by…
 •  Hosting or attending a National Arts and Humanities Month event in 

your school and/or community.
 •  Working to make National Arts and Humanities Month an official annual 

arts commemoration in your community.
 •  Leading or participating in the NAHM #ShowYourArt Instagram 

campaign. Upload photos and videos to your Instagram account with 
the tags #ShowYourArt and @Americans4Arts. Plus, share them on other 
social media platforms.

For more info, including tips on hosting an arts event and sample 
proclamations, visit http://www.americansforthearts.org/events/national-

arts-and-humanities-month?utm_source=AALI+2015+Guest+Invitation
&utm_campaign=AALI+2015+Media+Alert&utm_medium=email

Guide to Curriculum-wide Enrichment with 
Contemporary Art
A new guide, Learning with Art21, has been developed to help bring 
contemporary art and artists into classroom and community-based 
learning. Art21, which has chronicled contemporary art and artists 
through its Peabody Award-winning television series, Art in the Twenty-
First Century, has assembled a wide range of videos, films and other 
resources to enrich curricula in a range of subject areas. The materials are 
designed to facilitate exploration, discussion and critical thinking. 

To download the guide for free, visit the Arts21 website at http://www.
art21.org/teach

LocaL arts In EducatIon nEws

CALL FOR REVIEWS OF RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Residencies offer some of the most valuable Arts-in-Education experiences, giving students ongoing, sustained learning with artists and 
specialists in the arts fields. To honor the value of residencies, ESBOCES Arts-in-Ed will highlight these types of experiences in this monthly 
newsletter. Please send us a few paragraphs, photos (if available, and always w/ releases, please) to help us herald the residencies you are 

offering your students. Email Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org
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Arts Alive
Long Island Arts Alliance opened Arts Alive month with a press 
conference that highlighted poster art by students across Long Island.  
After speeches by Comptroller Napoli and Regent Tilles, the Best in 
Show was awarded to Connetquot High School artist, Catriona DiNero.  
When accepting her award, Catriona stated that “art has become my 
passion… All students should have the chance to discover what they 
can do” through the arts. She accepted the award with her art teacher, 
Erica Lattuga. More information on Arts Alive can be found at www.
longislandartsalliance.org

Mark Your caLEndar…
October 14 & 15.    Common Ground Conference for Arts Education. Albany, NY. For information, visit www.nysaae.org

October 16.   Suffolk PTA Arts in Ed Showcase. Saxton MS, Patchogue.  www.suffolkpta.org

November 3.   3rd Annual Music Symposium. Smithtown Schools.  Contact John Gallagher john.gallagher@longwoodcsd.org

November 3.   Music Symposium. Commack, NY.  Contact Rene Suprina at rsuprina1@aol.com
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Editors
Susan Neale      Diane Bloxon      Carol Brown 

www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest to
Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

631-286-6989  (voice)

631-286-6991  (fax)

WEB VIEWS

NEA DIRECTOR ON THE STATE OF THE ARTS
The National Endowment for the Arts is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. According to Ayanna Hudson, the director of arts education for the 
Arts Endowment, the organization intends to have “meaningful conversations about the arts” throughout the year. Recently, Ms. Hudson assessed 
the current state of the arts in an interview with Education Week. To read the interview, visit http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2015/09/
national_endowment_for_the_art.html

EDUCATORS WEIGH IN ON “EVERY CHILD ACHIEVES”
Looking for some background on the proposed “Every Child Achieves” act? In Every Child Achieves: It’s Time for a Second Act, the author 
offers a quick review of events leading to the act’s creation. To read, visit http://blog.americansforthearts.org/2015/09/18/every-child-achieves-
it%E2%80%99s-time-for-the-second-act. In another Americans for the Arts post, Janet Langsam, Executive Director of ArtsWestchester (Westchester, 
NY), notes that “Every Child Achieves,” if adopted, will move away from the ‘negative ramifications’ of “No Child Left Behind.” To read more, visit  
http://blog.americansforthearts.org/2015/09/18/words-words-wonderful-words

NEA DIRECTOR ON THE STATE OF THE ARTS
In its new initiative, Katonah Museum of Art (Katonah, NY) is showing Latino parents how to use the arts to engage their preschool-aged children. 
The results:  the parents are more connected to the community and their children are better prepared for school. To read more, visit http://arts.gov/
art-works/2015/parents-children-learning-together-through-arts

Quote of Month

“The arts help us define our values as individuals and as a people. They give us insight into human 
passion and moral strength, into deep suffering and courageous struggle.”

– Senator Elizabeth Warren (Massachusetts)

EdItorIaL staff:



Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board and Administration

President
Lisa Israel

Vice President
Sandra Townsend

Member and Clerk
Fred Langstaff

Members
 Walter Wm. Denzler, Jr. Joseph LoSchiavo
 Stephen Dewey, Ph.D. Anne Mackesey
 Stephen L. Gessner, Ph.D. William K. Miller
 William Hsiang Catherine M. Romano
 Theodore J. Imbasciani Jeffrey Smith
 Susan Lipman John Wyche
 
 Interim District Superintendent Chief Operating Officer
 Maureen Donohue-Whitley Julie Davis Lutz, Ph.D.

Associate Superintendent
Ryan J. Ruf – Management Services

Associate Superintendent
Peggie Staib, Ed.D. – Educational Services

Assistant Superintendent
R. Terri McSweeney, Ed.D. – Human Resources

Directors/Managers
Keith Anderson – Building Services

Leah Arnold – Career, Technical and Adult Education
Kate Davern – Education and Information Support Services

Colleen Lipponer – Business Services
Susan Maddi – Administrative Services
Grant Nelsen – Technology Integration

Gina Reilly – Special Education
Darlene Roces – Regional Information Center

Candace White-Ciraco, Ed.D. – Planning and Program Improvement

www.esboces.org

Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, 
genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by Federal, State, or local law. Eastern Suffolk BOCES also provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding the implementation of applicable laws should be directed to either of the Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officers:  the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-
3029, ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org; or the Associate Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-3056, 
ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org. Inquiries may also be addressed to the Office for Civil Rights at the US Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New 
York, NY 10005, 646-428-3800, OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.
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